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Assurance of U.S. Allies 
A U.S.-South Korean Strategic Dialogue and 
A U.S.-Japan Strategic Dialogue 
 
Performer: Pacific Forum, CSIS 
Project Leads: Ralph A. Cossa & Brad Glosserman 
Project Cost: $289,800 
Fiscal Year(s): 2012-2013 
 
Demand: 
The East Asian security environment is entering a period of acute 
uncertainty. Leadership change in North Korea and Beijing’s increasingly 
militarized nationalism are occurring at the same time as the United States 
pushes for nuclear disarmament and budget cuts are reducing capability 
gaps in Asia. This confluence of events is leading some in South Korea and 
Japan to openly question the reliability of America’s nuclear umbrella—a 
disconnect quite troubling to advocates of regional stability. 
 
Objective: 
The project’s main purpose is the reassurance of South Korea and Japan 
that the United States is committed to their defense and that our extended 
deterrent remains credible at a time of profound changes in Asia. The 
dialogues hosted by the Pacific Forum will also offer a chance for decision 
makers from the United States, South Korea, and Japan to assess areas of 
further cooperation on nuclear deterrence and related subjects. 
 
Approach: 
Over a year, the Pacific Forum will host a Track II bilateral U.S.-South 
Korean Strategic Dialogue and a separate U.S.-Japan Strategic Dialogue. In 
addition, a one day mini-trilateral Japan-U.S.-South Korean dialogue will be 
held to discuss opportunities for trilateral cooperation. Briefings will be held 
in Tokyo, Washington, and Seoul following the dialogues, and multi-lingual 
conference reports will be distributed. 
